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After 2 days of biting cold, sun shines

Devastated by delllge Ezxpect a ballistic winter

Haze hazard on road

Hint of
an early

summer
Tuesday: 28.4°C '

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, January 3

THE MERCURY is soaring,
paving the way for what could
be an early onset of summer,
the weatherman has said. It
may touch 30 degrees Celsius
within a couple of days in
Delhi.

The mercury settled at 28.4
degrees Celsius on Tuesday,
nearly six degrees above the
average, breaking a decade-
old record.

G.C. Shekhar
Chennai, December 30

FUG CHECK IF 2004 was the year of the

Flight operations at Delhi Airport was normal nam turned out to
with the runway visibility at 1,500 metres,
However, thick fog in the NCR made driving
difficult in the early hours,

be the year of rains and

floods in Tamil Nadu. Unlike

the tsunami, which affected a
DELAYED: 17 incoming trains: belt of six coastal districts in
departure of six trains was Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry,
esthe: the floods wreaked havoc
Poorva Express from Howrah,

Sampurna Kranti Express from Patna and Rajdhani across the state.

Special from Mumbal. __Infive furious spells, the last
RESCHEDULED: Kashi Vishwanath from New two being eyclones that weak-
Delhi to Varanasi, Lichchivi Express from New ned before hitting the coast.
Delhi to Muzaffarpur, Bhupeneshwar Raj from the rain gods lashed Tamil

New Delhi to Bhupeneshwar, Seldah Raj from 5
New Delhi to Seldah, Sultanpur Express from ge%ml‘mw—‘m—ﬁ%m;m
Delhi to Sultanpur and Janta Express from Delhi i almost eve: trict
to Howrah. drenched and drowned.

Chennai, which was flaunt-
ed as an alternative to Banga-
lore, found itself floating on
water on three occasions. The
rains and floods killed 350

Cold comfort for
New Year revellers

A day Mumbai won't forget

SORAB Shaswalla

The rain picked up at about 1 pm. Ini

people. Fields were inundat-
ed, crops damaged, roads
looked like backwaters. And
this was the city that cried for
water in summers.

The rains showed up the
state's failure to literally tap
the resources as 90 tmc of wa-
ter flowed into the sea. Irriga-
tion tanks and reservoirs
were breached.The suburbs
were the worst hit as many lo-
calities remained under wa-
ter from October to December.

When the relief efforts be-
gan, that brought calamity of
another order. Rush for rations
resulted in one of the most
avoidable tragedies as 48 peo-
ple were killed in stampedes
outside two relief centres,

This was one rain cloud

Fogisin, get
ready for

disruptions

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, November 30

ACROSS NORTH India, it's a winter of woes.
Amristar is icy with a minimum tempera-
ture of 5°C. Snowfall, of up to 78 cm, has
blanketed Srinagar. In Delhi, it’s still a pleas-
ant nip. This mild wintry condition, however,
will definitely not last, says the Met.

In a day or two, winds from Afghanistan,
known as western disturbances, will lash the
Capital. Conditions are perfect for harsh win-
ter ahead, said Met officials, who have de-
clared “official winter” in Delhi from Thurs-
day.

“Wednesday's morning mist, moisture in
the air, low night temperature and the cold
winds that hit the city by evening are enough
indications for the weather department to de-
clare the onset of winter a day in advance,”
an official said.

Winter may have been delayed in much of
north India by about a fortnight, but it has
set in on time in Delhi, he added.

In vast swathes of north India, the past
week has been colder than average. “Winter
trying to make up for the lost time,” the

Chennai submerged ¢ fter western winds are in

So, it’s officially winter
in the Capital

Delhi

Max: 25°C, Min: 8 In a day or two, winds from
Afghanistan —western disturbances — will
lash the Capital. Winter declared from Dec 1.

Srinagar
Max: 8°C, Min: -3 it's a sea of snow there. Like

much of Kashmir, it is experiencing sub-zero
temperatures and bitterly cold weather.

Amritsar
Max: 21°C, Min: 5 The great plains are ex-

tremely cold. The coming days will be worse
with expected sub-zero temperatures.

Shimla

tial-
ly, nobody paid attention. The enormity of A thin blanket of fog
the situation hit Mumbaiites at about 5 enveloped the city in the

Mumbai, December 30

weatherman added in a lighter vein. With  Max: 10°C, Min: -4 The Himachal capital is

JULY 26, 2005 started off as just another
soggy day in Mumbai. But, the rainfall was
one of the heaviest Mumbai had seen over
the past century. As citizens went about
their morning chores, they had no inkling
that by dusk the city would be swamped.

By sunset, 435 residents had either
drowned in their houses or vehicles as rain-
water started rising with alarming rapidity.
By night, the city and its people were de-
feated. No transport, no electricity and no
place to go. Mumbai was on its knees,

The weather bureau had predicted just
another "normal” rainy day for the city.
But it poured 944.2 m.m. (three feet of rain)
over 24 hours, the highest in 100 years.

Before 26/7, Mumbaiites, used to about
15cm of rain, would tease, "What's a Mum-
bai monsoon without some days of dis-
ruption?" On 26/7, the joke was on them.

TerameRea :

p.m. By then, many were dead and the low- early hours of Friday.
lying areas of Kurla, Ghatkopar, Andheri, Visibility was reduced to 500

Dadar Juhu and Kalma were ﬂooded.

metres in most areas. There

Freezing Kashmar

RASHID Ahmad
Srinag

feet in

S Celsius up, temperature takes no

There's a
‘Rajasthan which is mov

things are

ircuation over et (L eeording o the el

rmal course s

et wwarmw 1 dictable. They might hit Delhi within the

temperatures consistently below the average
for this year, there is a spectre of this year’s
winter being colder than usual.

In the ski resort of Gulmarg, there’s heavy
snow. Night temperature dipped four degrees
past normal and Churu in Rajasthan has be-
come bitterly cold. But Delhi continues to be
« comfortable. Night temperature on Wednes-
day hovered around 10°C.

“The western disturbances are unpre-
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ing e somevhiat AT Lot ¥ TEXt 72 hours or may not for another week.
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levels at a five-year high, the fog this time
may be worse.
Delhi has been colder this fortnight com-
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nal, berature pattern is similar to the record-
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blanketed in heavy snow. Higher reaches are
even colder.

breaking winter of 2003 — the worst in 40
years.

The Met office says it cannot forecast so far
ahead in future. “It may not be record break-
ing winter, but it will definitely be chillier
than an average winter,” said a weather offi-
cial.

The official pointed out that snowfall in
Kashmir and Shimla has been heavier and
earlier than usual. The temperature in Shim-
la dropped two degrees below normal. Sun-
dernagar at 4.3 °C was cold too.

Northerly cold winds have struck Ra-
jasthan, affecting normal life last night with
Churu and Sriganganagar shivering at 5°C
each, about two-three degrees below normal.
Nights in Jodhpur, Bikaner, Ajmer and
Jaipur divisions have become harsh.
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(HIZ) ot
A (2 Fo) 20.5 |22.7 | 25.2 | 27.1| 26.7 | 24.2 | 23.0| 23.0 | 23.1 | 22.9| 18.9 |20.2
1258 3| 909
ol (otflo) 07 | 09| 11| 45| 107| 71 |11.1|13.7|16.4|153| 6.1 | 1.3 | 889
AqEE (o) 244 (244|267 |283| 300|289 272|272 |27.2|27.8]| 27.2|25.0
19 3o 11
T (HeHlo) 02 | @2 | = = 1.8 | 50.6 |61.0| 369|269 | 48| 1.0 | - | 1834
A (°Fo) 19.6 [ 22.0 | 27.1 | 30.1| 30.4 | 29.9 |28.9| 28.7 | 289 | 27.6 | 23.4 [19.7
2234'3| 6
ot (HoHlo) 12 | 28 | 34 | 51| 13.4|29.0 [33.1|334|253|127| 2.7 |04 | 1625
A (° o) 14.4 | 16.7 | 23.3 | 30.0| 33.3 [ 33.3 | 30.0| 29.4 | 289 | 25.6 | 19.4 |15.6
29 3o 219
ot (Hotfto) 25 | 15| 13| 10| 18| 74 (193|178 |119| 1.3 | 02 | 1.0 | 67.0
A (° o) 16.8 | 19.2 | 26.6 | 29.8| 33.3 | 33.9 | 31.3 | 29.0 | 20.1 | 27.0| 20.1 |14.9
26 18' 3| 224
ot (HeHlo) 05| 06| 03| 03| 10| 31 |108|131| 57 | 08| 02|02 | 366
A (°He) 245|257 | 27.7 | 30.4| 33.0 | 32.5 | 31.0 | 30.2 | 29.8 | 28.0 | 25.9 |24.7
13 4' 3o 7
ol (Gotflo) 46 | 1.3 | 13| 18| 38 | 45 | 87 | 11.3|11.9 | 30.6 | 35.0|13.9| 1286
AT (° o) 21.5 | 239|283 |32.7| 355 | 32.0 |27.7 | 27.3 | 27.9 | 26.7 | 23.1 [20.7
TR 2193 | 312
ot (HoHlo) 11 | 23| 17| 16| 2.1 | 222 (376|286|185| 55 | 2.0 | 1.0 | 124.2
AqEE (o) 9.8 |11.3| 159 185| 19.2 | 20.5 | 21.1| 20.9 | 20.0 | 17.2 | 13.3|10.4
[ 24 34' 3| 1461
EEING:E:1) 14 | 29 | 56 | 14.6| 29.5 | 47.6 | 359 | 34.3 | 30.2 | 188 | 3.8 | 0.6 | 225.3
A (°Fe) 26.7 | 27.3 | 28.3 | 28.7| 28.6 | 26.6 | 26.2 | 2.6.2 | 26.5 | 26.7 | 26.6 |26.5
fergererg 8 29' 3 61
ot (HoHio) 23 | 21 | 37 | 106| 20.8| 35.6 |22.3| 14.6 | 13.8 | 27.3| 20.6| 7.5 | 181.2
AqEE (o) -85|-7.2|-06| 6.1 | 100|144 |172]| 16.1|122| 6.1 | 0.0 |-5.6
34 3o 3506
T (HeHlo) 10 | 08| 08| 05| 05|05 |13|13|08|05| - |0o5| 85
Tl @ foar HIT % 37 5 ae & areng 71 gAR I 3 frehd W) wgeH o faw g
var ® fF QW A Solag &1 WHT Tehdl S W@H § AFEA H1 SAAfE Tewyel IeeH 2
38 TR 9IRA
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CHETAN
New Delhi, January 30 ] A
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ngt on sae-vufture task

Nod to tiger

ban the drug but thev »-- \
will take som-

[protection body

Correspondent
New Delhi, December 16
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ommenhu L

e " According to a proposas is.. ab
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o wnine "g"; =~ the authority. The an#*--
N @ e : 11 Or hom
voa S valtures h: 3 e
sands of vulture™A Diclofenac. MO ¥ wave? not hav 1 0 horities 10
iger death Rlan KNP) o an AS
CBI to probe Ranthambore tiger deaths n Ask
AL Par ino and
p g ANG A NAT‘ON _“or“ed rh\\‘; e park on
HT Correspondent 22 tigers have been killed In  thrown up startling facts, espe-  Is the second tiger reserve In k AZ\R fa rare O ang! s O e“ga\ 81
New Delhi, January 5 Ranthambore in the past three clally after the arrests of Mohar jasthan where a CBI inquiry he rcass o ate ¥ R()Ya‘ 3
= years, the Rajasthan Police Singh and son Madho Singh, been ordered. The ministry ha {hh€ C& in two of (8] und a pa
THE MINISTRY of environment chaim only 12 were killed. They  who were involved in smuggling  however. broadened the scope o bu{fa\o O uafds fo wyirtud
and forests has decided to ask  are depending on the version tiger skin and other body parts. the investigation, asking the of (€Y WS FO"eS‘ guat in vir
the Central Bureat of Investiga.  given by a village pradhan and  They had said that one body part  ficers to investigate into the pos. Th'\s fo“() h 1 Pafk- \ ‘.h“'\o e T
tion to conduct an independent  his two associates who were ar-  of the tiger fetched them Rs sible nexus of criminals and , Nationa aha nge-
Investigation into the large-scale  rested on charges of poaching in 500,000, A ':ead tiger's sl}:nkmg pmrf:f;: a‘r;d‘ m«n mr:r“l;’\'z;r; of Oranﬁ, a caTCass O b in Burap = rh'\\'\os
of he No ber 2 d had cu ooth and bones are worth Rs 2 fores! ment s has o 3
R haribors Times Brserve - eamdmlling 12 tigen - lakh i the skl markst ke beey ke to orose ke cOMPOSES F01 1naAike SPOT 1 give other Y. GY
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